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Year 13 Results Day - Advice 

�A Level results day and finding out whether or not you’ve made it into university is a really 
exciting day, but it can also be really daunting, especially if you find out you’ve been entered 
into Clearing. 

Don’t despair if you find yourself entered into Clearing, it could be the chance you need to 
get onto your dream course and go to a top university. The best way to be successful during 
Clearing is to get organised and know as much about it as possible. 

What is Clearing? 

Clearing is the UCAS process of matching students without university places to universities 
with course vacancies. 

How do I check whether I’ve got a university place? 
If you’ve just missed your grades your chosen university might still accept you so check on 
the UCAS website before you assume you haven’t made it. 

Look on your UCAS Track page – if an “Add Clearing choice” button has appeared then you 
haven’t been successful and you’ve been entered into Clearing. You’ll also find your Clearing 
Number on this page – make a note of it as you’ll need it when you’re applying to 
universities. 

Am I eligible for Clearing? 

You’ll automatically be entered into Clearing if you meet the following criteria: 

 You applied for university after the final deadline 

 You haven’t yet applied for university – you’ll need to use UCAS to apply for university before 
using Clearing 

 You weren’t made any offers by the universities you applied to 

 You didn’t meet the requirements of your offers 

You’ll need to make sure that you’ve paid the full £22 UCAS application fee to be eligible for 
Clearing. This might mean paying an extra £11 fee if you only paid the £11 fee for a single 
university application. 

How long does Clearing last? 

The Clearing period usually lasts for a month after A Level results day but bear in mind that 
course vacancies fill quickly, especially for popular courses. 

 Vacancies can fill on results day or within the first week afterwards so you’ll need to be 
prepared and move quickly if you want to secure a place at your ideal university. See clearing 
dates below :-  

http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/how-to-enter-clearing-2015.aspx
http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/how-to-enter-clearing-2015.aspx
http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/ucas-clearing-2015-dates.aspx
http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/ucas-clearing-2015-dates.aspx
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 13th August – A Level, GCE, Diploma, and Irish Leaving Certificate results are published. Clearing 
course vacancy lists will are published on UCAS Track and in The Daily Telegraph. 

 21st September – deadline for applications for 2015 entry. 

 30th September – Clearing closes for 2015 entry. 

 

How do I prepare for Clearing? 

If you think you might not get the grades for your firm or insurance choice universities it’s 
worth making a Clearing plan on the day so that you can get on the phone as soon as you 
have your results. 

 Research alternative universities or courses – you might want to consider looking at different 
locations or slightly changing your degree subject 

 Make a list of 5-10 options – put them in order starting with the one you’re most interested 
in 

 Collect important telephone numbers and email addresses for the university admissions team 

 Know why you’re interested in each university on your list – the admissions team will want to 
know 

 Write a list of questions to ask potential universities to show you’re interested 

Where can I find course vacancies? 

University course vacancies aren’t released until A Level results day and you can find a full list 
in the following places: 

 UCAS website 

 The Daily Telegraph – they run a “Clearing special” on results day 

 The Telegraph Clearing App 

How many universities can I apply to during Clearing? 

You can phone as many universities as you like during Clearing but you’ll only be able to apply 
for one at a time on the UCAS Track page. This means it’s important not to just accept the 
first offer that is made to you – make sure you’re making the right choice. 

What do I need to apply during Clearing? 

It’s vital to get everything together before you pick up the phone to admissions. They’ll be 
really busy during Clearing so don’t waste their time by scrabbling around looking for the 
important things. You will need:- 

 Your UCAS Clearing number 

 Your UCAS personal ID 

 Your A Level results 

 Your personal statement 

 A list of important questions to ask the admissions team 

 A pen and paper 

http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/a-level-results-day.aspx
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 A good reason to want to go to each university 

You might also want to have your GCSE results handy  

How do I choose a course during Clearing? 

It’s worth keeping an open mind during Clearing as you might find yourself having to consider 
a university or course you haven’t thought about before. Here are some things to consider 
when you’re deciding courses during Clearing: 

 Look at different locations – whether you wanted to be local or go to the other end of the 
country, think about doing the opposite. 

 Think about a joint degree – if a university doesn’t offer the course you want consider taking a 
joint degree, for example, English and History instead of straight English. 

 Why did you choose your original university? You might find that another university offers 
exactly the same things. 

 Be open minded – didn’t get the grades for a Russell Group uni? There are still plenty of great 
universities and their degrees aren’t worth any less. 

 Compromise – so what if an alternative university is an extra 10 minutes away, if the course is 
great the extra travel time is worth it. 

 

What do I say when I phone universities during Clearing? 

The biggest tip we can give you when phoning universities is to keep calm and be polite. Here 
are some other tips for contacting universities during Clearing: 

 Get on your mobile at school or get on the phone as soon as you get home. 

 Phone yourself – this is obvious but universities need to see independence and getting your 
parents to phone for you doesn’t demonstrate that! 

  If you don’t get through the first time then keep phoning throughout the day. 

 Send an email – if you’re really worried that you won’t get through then send a short, polite 
email to the admissions department with your grades and contact details. 

 Note the names of people you’ve spoken to – you might need to know if you have to call 
them back. 

 Accept their decision is final – it’s disappointing if you don’t get an offer but don’t argue with 
them. Be polite, thank them for their time, and move on to phoning the next university on 
your list. 

How do I add a Clearing choice on UCAS Track? 

Once you’ve decided which university offer you want to accept you’ll need to add it on your 
Track page. This counts as you definitely accepting the offer.You can only add one Clearing 
choice at a time but if the university doesn’t confirm your choice then you’ll be able to add 
another one. 

Here’s how to add a Clearing choice on UCAS Track: 

http://www.applytouni.com/clearing-2015/a-guide-to-ucas-track.aspx
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 Click “Add Clearing choice” on your UCAS Track page 

 Fill in the course details by the date the university gave you on the phone 

 Wait for the university to confirm your application – when this happens it will show as 
“accepted” on your Track page 

 Wait for your confirmation letter from UCAS 

What do I do if I don’t find a place during Clearing? 

Unfortunately there are so many students that apply during Clearing there isn’t a place for 
everyone, but don’t panic, there are plenty of options if you don’t get a place. 

 Gap years– use this time to build your CV and add amazing skills and experience to your 
personal statement. 

 Choose a vocational course– an academic degree might not be the right option for you and if 
you were looking at taking a vocational subject there are many practical courses available 
(HND, HNC, Foundation degrees, Access courses, and Apprenticeships) 

 Q: Concerned about A Level grades AND University place is pending? 

 A: Priority Service 2 (Post-results review of marking) 

 Request on results day (deadline to request is 21st August). 

 Target for completion is 18 calendar days of the awarding body receiving the request.   

 Students must sign a candidate consent form.  

 

 

 Q: Concerned about A Level / GCSE grades?  (University place is NOT pending) 

 A: Service 2 (Post-results review of marking) 

 Must be requested by 20th September. 

 Target for completion is within 30 calendar days of the awarding body receiving the 

request. 

 Students must sign a candidate consent form. 

 

 Q: Want to see a copy of an A Level script before deciding if a normal service 2 

review of marking is necessary? 

 A: Access to Script – Priority Copy (to support Enquiry about Results) 

 Must be requested by 21st August. 

 Photocopied/Electronic scripts will arrive by 10th September. 

 You then have until 20th September to decide if a Service 2 Review of Marking is 

required. 

 Approximate cost = £12.00 

 

 Q: Happy with the grades and just want the scripts back? 

 A: Access to Script (to support teaching & learning). 

 Must be requested by 4th October. 

 Scripts will arrive by 13th November. 

 Approximate cost = £10 per script. 
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Enquiries about Results – Fees 

Summer 2015 
Below is a guide to the fees charged by exam boards for enquiries about results and access to scripts services. 

 

If you are interested in a clerical check or priority re mark please see 

Mrs. Stokoe; deadline to request is 21st August 

Service Notes 
AQA Edexcel OCR WJEC  

 GCE  GCE GCE  GCE 

1 Clerical Check 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £14.80  £10.30 £15.20  £10.00 

1  Clerical check (with 

access to scripts) 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £27.65  £20.60 £25.80  £22.00 

2 Priority re-mark 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £46.20  £41.20 

 

£52.50 

 

 

 

£42.00 

 

2 Priority re-mark (with 

access to scripts) 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £56.30  £51.50 

 

£63.10 

 

 

 

£ 

 

2  Re-mark 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £38.85  £36.00 £42.50  £35.00 

2  Re-mark (with access to 

scripts) 

Fee per 

component / 

module / unit 

 £48.95  £46.30 £53.10  £47.00 

Appeals against decisions 

(only following Enquiries 

about Results) 

Stage 1  £99.70  TBA £130.30  TBA 

 Stage 2  
£170.9

0 
 TBA £186.10  TBA 


