
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 
26th February 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope this letter finds you and your daughters well after the half term break. As you will no doubt be aware, this 

week has been dominated by the announcements from the Government regarding a roadmap which will hopefully 

see our country return to normal by the summer. Schools are playing their part in this and we are delighted to know 

we are allowed to welcome our girls back into school the week commencing the 8th March.  

Covid-19 Testing 

As you can imagine, planning to test nearly 1700 students and staff is no mean feat and we have spent much of this 

week planning the logistics of this. Please be assured we will be staggering the return of Year groups over the week 

of 8th March so that we are welcoming the girls back safely.  

The Government guidelines are as follows: 

• All secondary school students will take 3 Covid-19 tests as they return to the classroom from 8th March in 

our school Covid-19 testing centre 

• Schools have discretion in how to test students and can bring some students in the week before 8th March if 

need be 

• After the initial 3 tests in school, students will be provided with rapid test kits to use each week at home 

 

Year Group Date of First Test  Date of Return to School 

13 Friday 5th March PM Tuesday 9th March 

12 Friday 5th March AM Tuesday 9th March 

11 Monday 8th March AM Tuesday 9th March 
10 Monday 8th March PM Tuesday 9th March 

9 Tuesday 9th March AM  Tuesday 9th March 

8 Tuesday 9th March PM  Tuesday 9th March 

7 Wednesday 10th March AM Wednesday 10th March 

 

The finer details of this plan and the timings of return for each Year group will be sent out next week. Thank you for 

your patience and understanding with this. 

‘Make it Happen Monday’ 

Following the success of ‘Thoughtful Thursday’, and to facilitate a smooth return to school, Monday 8th March will be 

‘Make it Happen Monday’. There will be a range of activities for your daughter to choose from to celebrate 

‘International Women’s Day’. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Consent 

A huge thank you for the response this week in completing the consent form so your daughter can be tested. We all 

have to play our part in this community and the Government are encouraging all parents to agree to their children 

being tested. If you haven’t completed the consent form for your daughter yet, please do so as soon as possible, we 

need to know either way. Girls who don’t have consent to be tested are still expected to return to school with their 

Year group and attend all lessons as normal. 

Face Masks, Social Distancing and Hand Hygiene 

From 8th March, all students will need to wear a face mask in lessons as well as the other indoor communal areas of 

school. We are following the change in Government guidance on mask-wearing that was published this week and ask 

for your support with this. Where social distancing isn’t possible for teachers in classrooms, teachers will also wear 

masks. All classrooms are demarcated with a 2m line to make this clear. Everyone in school is still expected to 

maintain social distancing whenever they can and continue to wash/sanitise their hands regularly. Please remind 

your daughter of the importance of all measures to keep our community as safe as we possibly can. 

Summer Examination Grades 

You will also be aware of the Government’s announcement that schools will be awarding the grades for Year 11 and 

13 examination students this summer. However, the detail of how this will actually be done has not been published, 

this detail lies with the examination boards and the information published implies we will not receive any further 

detail until the end of March. My overriding message is this – please reassure your daughters that we will be doing 

our very best to ensure the process is fair and just, and they are awarded the grades they deserve, that will allow 

them to take their next steps, be that entrance into Sixth Form, University or into employment. The girls are at the 

heart of everything we do. 

If you have any concerns or queries please contact school via the helpdesk email: enquiries@shhs.org.uk 

Best wishes for the weekend, 

 

 

Mrs S Howell 
Headteacher 
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